CLEMENCEAU

account of cosmopolitan finance, Eussian loans and the shooting
down of workmen on strike. It was the last that occasioned
the bitterest feeling against him, and this was really not sur-
prising.

Clemenceau bad made the workers' liberty to strike in com*
bination secure, but he did not use the power of the State
against the employers, who, in the mines especially, could
on his own showing be considered only as profiteering trustees
under the State. Also, he refused to all Government servants
the right to combine or to strike. This disinclination to take
the capitalists by the throat, while using the official power to
restrain the workers, had a great deal more to do with the
menacing attitude of the Socialists than Morocco or finance.
However, there was no disturbance. Clemenceau took advan-
tage of the occasion to deliver a speech which was in effect a
powerful defence of the idealist Republicanism of the eighteenth
century against the revolutionary Socialism of the twentieth.

The French Eevolution is deified by nearly all advanced
Frenchmen. Its glorification is as much the theme of Jaures
and Vaillant as of Gambetta and Clemenceau. Bourgeois
revolution as it turned out to be, owing to economic causes
which neither individualists nor collectivists could control,
orators of the Eevolution overlook facts and cleave to ideals.
Thus Clemen,ceau told his audience that the French Eevolution
was a prodigious tragedy, which seemed to have been the work
of denai-gods, of huge Titans who had risen up from far below
to wreak Promethean vengeance on the Olympians of every
grade. The French Eevolution was the inevitable culmination
of the deadly struggle between the growing forces of liberty and
the worn-out forces of autocracy without an autocrat. Yet,
said he, the Eevolution itself was made by men and women
Inspired with the noblest ideals, but educated, in their own
despite, by the Church to methods of domination, condemned
also by .the desperate resistance of immeasurable powers to
prompt and pitiless action followed by corresponding deeds of
brutal reaction. The people who had just sl^d torrents of
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